
 

 1 

 

 

British Library Courses 
www.bl.uk/courses 

 
 

 
 

 

Gothic 
 

 

Dates          Thursdays 16, 23, 30 May and 6, 13, 20 June 2019 

Times 18.00-20.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels; please note this course requires some advance reading  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

Gothic has been thrilling, delighting and disgusting its readers and audiences for over 250 years.  It is 

both highly conventional and infinitely adaptable. Gothic changes with the times. Over the years, its 

casts of vampires, monsters, ghosts, zombies and persecuted protagonists have passed through Italian 

castles, Victorian mental asylums, New Orleans marshes - and terraced houses in Bristol. 

 

This series of six seminars acts as an introduction to Gothic – from Horace Walpole to Twilight.  En 

route it will take in a novel by the “Shakespeare of romance writers” Ann Radcliffe, Bram Stoker’s 

Dracula, and short stories by Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Angela Carter and Patrick 

McGrath amongst others.  Gothic has never been solely a literary phenomenon.  Although the 

course’s primary focus is on literature, there will also be reference to film, television series, 

architecture and painting.   

 

Built into this course will be the opportunity to see texts from the British Library’s unique collection – 

such as the beautifully illustrated edition of Walpole’s Description of Strawberry Hill, Victorian 

periodicals, first (and later) editions of the texts we will be discussing, and rare examples of the 

cheaply produced chapbooks of the 1790s.  

 
 

 

Week One - Origins 

In the first seminar, we will be looking at what is generally reckoned to be the first Gothic novel - The 

Castle of Otranto – in relation to Walpole’s eccentric and fascinating house, Strawberry Hill.  We will 

also be examining some of the connotations of the word “Gothic” in the eighteenth century and 

considering Walpole’s literary influences and precursors. 

 

Week Two – Gothic in the 1790s 

Ann Radcliffe’s The Romance of the Forest (1791), a masterpiece of ‘terror Gothic’, is the focus of the 

second seminar. We will be discussing the proliferation of Gothic in the 1790s, and turning our 
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attention to the readers and critics of Gothic novels in the decade associated first and foremost with 

the French Revolution.    

 

Week Three – American Gothic in the Nineteenth Century 

Short stories by Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne and George Washington Cable will be our 

focus in this seminar, as we discuss paranoid narrators, the uncanny, the wilderness, the Gothicization 

of the Puritan legacy and slavery.   

 

Week Four - Vampires 

The centrepiece of this seminar is Bram Stoker’s novel, Dracula (1897).  In addition to considering the 

text’s engagement with the politics of gender and empire, we will be thinking about the literary 

ancestry of the vampire, the geography of Stoker’s novel, the Gothicization of London, as well as 

Dracula’s descendants and afterlives.  

 

Week Five – Twentieth Century Gothic 

Our fifth week will be devoted to short stories by Ambrose Bierce, Eudora Welty, Jorge Luis Borges, 

Angela Carter, Patrick McGrath and Joyce Carol Oates.  Topics for discussion will include Global 

Gothic, Hammer productions and feminist Gothic.   

 

Week Six – Contemporary Gothic  

In the final week we will be considering recent developments in the Gothic, turning our attention to 

film, television and music as we discuss comedy, romance and the rise of the zombie.  We will also 

have a “Show and Tell” session. 

 

 
 

Tutors 

This course is led by Dr Emma McEvoy. Emma is a senior lecturer in the department of English, 

Linguistics and Cultural Studies at the University of Westminster. She is the author of Gothic Tourism 

(2016) and co-editor, with Catherine Spooner, of The Routledge Companion to Gothic (2007). 
 

Greg Buzwell is Curator of Contemporary Literary Archives and Manuscripts at the British Library and 

co-curator of the Library’s 2014/15 major exhibition, Terror and Wonder: The Gothic Imagination.  

 

 
 

Required Reading 

 

Week 1: Horace Walpole’s The Castle of Otranto. 

Week 2: Ann Radcliffe’s The Romance of the Forest. 

Week 3: (Short stories) Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’, ‘William Wilson’  

  and ‘The Black Cat’. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s ‘Young Goodman Brown’ and ‘Rappaccini’s  

 Daughter’. George Washington Cable’s ‘Jean-ah Poquelin’. 

Week 4: Bram Stoker’s Dracula. 

Week 5: (Short stories) Angela Carter’s ‘The Lady of the House of Love’. Patrick McGrath’s ‘Blood 

Disease’. Joyce Carol Oates’s ‘Secret Observations on the Goat-Girl’. 

Week 6: No required reading. 
 

The Oxford Book of Gothic Tales, edited by Chris Baldick, is an indispensable companion to the course 

and contains many of the short stories we will be reading. 
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Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to participate in group discussion, and to undertake the required reading 

for each session, will help you get the most from this course. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be provided at the start of each session.  

 
 


